
 

 

 
 

            PROPERTY, BUILDING, & REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 JANUARY 29, 2020 

 

 

Present: Chairman Danny Currin, Members Commissioners Pat Fields & Ron Bullock  
Staff Advisor(s): Facility Maintenance Supervisor Kenny Manning  

 
Others Present: Mayor Jackie Sergent, City Manager Alan Thornton, Executive Administrative 
Assistant Alyssa Blair, Commissioners John Tovey, Teresa Gilreath, Fire Chief David Cottrell, Human 
Resources Director Melissa Labar, Finance Director Hak Ung, Public Works Director Dud Frazier, Parks 
& Recreation Director Tina Cheeks, DOEDC Director Mary Yount, Cynthia Salzhauer, Donna Perkins & 
Thomas, Julia & Louise Blaine 

 
 

Agenda Item: Discuss the City of Oxford’s options and wishes regarding the Armory Property, along 
with interest in several other properties.   
 

 

 

The Committee meeting was held to discuss options on multiple property buildings; however the 
main concern was on the next steps regarding the Armory. The City of Oxford has owned the Armory 
(singularly) for the past five to six months and the question remains whether or not to keep it as a 
City of Oxford property and invest in it or sell it.  
 
Chairman Currin began the discussion by addressing the current state of the Armory, as there are 
several items, which need to be taken care of: the underground storage tank needs to be removed; 
roof needs to be fixed, etc. City Manager Alan Thornton and Facility Maintenance Supervisor Kenny 
Manning made mention the roof has already been fixed. Mr. Thornton went on to talk about the 
possibility of applying for the Brownfields program. The program, as described by City Manager Alan 
Thornton, is a listing of sites where there has been industrial contamination and while it has positive 
and negative connotations, if accepted, there is the opportunity for funding for that particular site, 
which can help mediate the issues. As far as the Armory goes, there is a concern for the lead base 
paint, contamination from the storage tank and lead from the firing range housed inside.  
 
Talks between the City of Oxford and John Sullivan from Mid Atlantic about the Brownfields program 
stopped about a year ago. However, recently talks have resumed with Dan Nielson, from Mid 
Atlantic, on whether or not the City should move forward on the application. To which his response 
included that acceptance would mean the City would have liability protection and there could also be 
the potential for property tax exclusions, however his conclusions summarized a negative impact for 
the City of Oxford, therefore the motion was to not move forward with the Brownfields application.  
 
Chairman Currin asked what the next steps would be. City Manager Alan Thornton stated the City 



should contact the Underground Storage Tank Division, at the NC Department of Environmental 
Quality (NC DEQ),   on what they suggest should be done with the underground storage tank. A lot 
depends on the direction the City will decide to take; either way the issue will have to be addressed. 
Chairman Currin, in terms of removing the dirt/contents of the storage tank, will the City need to hire 
out? City Manager Alan Thornton stated, at this moment in time that is not clear, however, there will 
need to be someone who can certify the removal of the material. But, with this being a “layer issue” 
we then move into what we will do with the contaminated soil, as it must be handled in a certain way. 
This process will not be cheap and will also depend on the extent of the contamination. 
Commissioner Patricia Fields inquired as to how we can find out. City Manager Thornton stated 
someone from the underground storage tank division, from NC DEQ would come out and take 
samples from the surrounding soil. From there, the City would learn the extent of the contamination.  
 
Chairman Currin and Commissioner Fields stated they would like the property to stay with the City of 
Oxford. Mayor Jaqueline Sergent asked whether or not there would be a cost for NC DEQ coming to 
inspect the soil? City Manager Thornton stated, at this time, this has not been determined and as 
talks continue with Dan Nielsen the price will be discussed.  
 
Commissioner Bullock stated this does need to be done. City Manager Thornton agreed and stated 
the City of Oxford is growing and by his estimation the City could be looking at 2,000 more citizens in 
three plus years, depending on the build out rate; “Development begets development” and the 
Armory is an asset to the community and the opportunity of a lifetime.  
 
Mayor Sergent and Commissioners Bullock, Tovey and Gilreath all in agreement to keep the Armory 
property.  
 
Chairman Currin stated there are many possibilities for the property, including: farmer’s market, 
museum, etc. Mayor Sergent, can we hear from Thomas Blaine about the expansion of the Little John 
Farmer’s Market? Thomas stated while it’s tough to compete with the markets in Durham and 
Raleigh, the Little John farmer’s market is widely successful and they continue to see an increase in 
vendors wanting to return. The Armory property is a central piece in Oxford and it offers opportunity 
for growth as the space can be used as a community space. The hope is to reach everyone in the 
Oxford community. Mayor Sergent, in terms of weather was the idea to be inside during inclement 
weather and outside on nicer days? Mr. Blaine, for right now the thought is to remain outside and 
Tobacco Wood has done well in letting us use their space during inclement weather.  
 
Commissioner Gilreath stated concern for using the armory property as a farmer’s market as it seems 
the City has competing properties for the same purpose. Gilreath stated she wanted to see us 
improve on what we already have. In a small community, with limited resources, we shouldn’t have 
competing venues. Mr. Blaine stated the Little John Farmer’s market operates as a separate entity 
and would be willing to work with the Oxford Farmer’s Market. DOEDC Director Mary Yount also 
added the management of Oxford Farmer’s Market has a limited scope of 25 miles whereas the Little 
John Farmer’s market has opened up a 75 mile radius (Granville, Vance, Person, etc.). This allowed for 
an increase in visibility, which brought more people to downtown and that is why the City got 
involved. Mayor Sergent, if the City comes up with future use of the Armory property that does not 
include using it as a farmer’s market there could be potential for a “merger” of the farmer’s market 
and we should work to bring Oxford Farmer’s market in – one does not have to negate the other.  
 
City Manager Alan Thornton stated the Armory remains an option for the farmer’s market as well as 



other opportunities. It depends on how the board decides to move forward and this will determine 
the next steps.  
Commissioner Fields stated the purpose of this meeting was to determine whether or not to keep 
the armory property or put it on the market. It seems we are all in agreeance on keeping and 
maintaining ownership of the Armory. Until determining the contamination level we cannot decide 
on anything else.  
 
Commissioner Bullock made a motion to keep the armory as a City of Oxford property. Commissioner 
Fields seconded the motion.  
 
Chairman Currin moved the discussion to the property located behind Public Works and if there was 
any interest on acquiring the property. City Manager Thornton stated at this present time, no; not for 
the price quoted. However, it is important to speak with Public Works Director Dud Frazier on where 
he sees Public Works going. Dud Frazier stated with all the new subdivisions coming in there will be a 
need to start adding personnel soon, as they will not have enough people, and equipment will also 
have to be added.  
 
City Manager Thornton stated as time progresses a spacial analysis for Public Works will be 
necessary. As of right now however, there are too many unknowns to the question. Mayor Sergent 
suggested looking into the UNC School Development Finance Initiative, as they may be able to help 
with this in the future.  
 
Chairman Currin asked if there were any other comments. Mrs. Salzhauer spoke up about the 
museum offer she has given the City of Oxford and stated it would bring in more people to the area, 
but if the City does not wish to use it she can resend it and search for somewhere else. City Manager 
Thornton stated the City of Oxford does appreciate the offer as it shows there is interest in Oxford.  
 
As there was no further discussion, Chairman Currin adjourned the meeting.  


